VI  SI  TAC  ION-VALLEY 


SERVING  OUR  COMMUNITY 


SEPTEMBER  1990 


Leaders 
of  the 
Future 


These  young  people  learned 
to  trust  themselves  and  each 
other  this  summer  in  a  model 
leadership  development  program 
produced'  by  The  Daniel  E 
Koshland  Committee  of  the  San 
Francisco  Foundation.  One 
weekend  a  month  will  be  spent  in 
community  service  and 
encouraging  to  other  young 
people  to  get  invocrj^^ 


Top  row:  Kevin  Mangelsclorf,  Arthur  Williams,  Tyler  Eison,  Brandi  Hamilton,  Dcanna  Simms,  Laguana 
lord.  Bottom  row:  Arnold  X.  C.  Perkins,  Program  Executive,  Kahlil  Crier,  Nicole  Flowers,  Arlene 
Kimata,  staff,  Marshell  Foggy,  Miles  Sq^  Yeulita  Wallace,  Michael  Brown,  staff.  ^ 


Chacon:  Bold  vision  for  Wilson 


By  Pat  Christensen 

In  his  introductory  address  to 
the  Wilson  High  School  staff, 
new  principal  Mario  Chacon  said, 
"It  is  our  mission  to  chart  a  new, 
bolder,  and  more  successful 
direction  for  Wilson  High  School. 
We  will  create  a  collective  vision 
for  student  learning  here." 

Chacon  believes  that  in  order 
to  be  successful,  a  school  must 
"have  an  image  of  what  the  end 
product  should  look  like  and  to 
determine  and  undertake  the  work 


that  must  be  done  to  get  there." 

The  basic  purposes  of  school, 
he  told  his  audience  which 
included  teachers,  aides, 
counselors,  custodians  and 
clerical  people,  are  to  prepare 
students  for  a  productive  work 
life,  membership  in  a  democracy 
as  effective  and  informed  citizens, 
and  to  participate  in  an 
environmentally  conscious  society 
in  a  world  of  diminishing 
resources. 

"In  the  schools  of  the  future," 


Chacon  continued,  "teachers  will 
not  be  sources  of  information; 
they  will  be  guides  to  information 
sources. 

"This  nonsense  of  six  blocks 
of  50  minutes  each  of  instruction 
and  teaching  by  lecturing  must 
go.  We  will  focus  on  each 
student  being  a  worker.  We  will 
learn  cooperatively  and  in  groups. 
You  know  they  used  to  call  that 
cheating,  but  that's  the  way 
people  learn,  by  sharing  their 
knowledge  and  ideas  and  working 


on  common  projects." 

Chacon  does  not  kid  himself 
that  there  won't  be  resistance  to 
his  methods.  "Change  is  always 
threatening,  but  we'll  move  one 
step  at  a  time. 

"It's  like  the  old  story  where 
the  teacher  asked  the  student, 
'Can  you  eat  an  elephant?'  The 
student  replied,  'Of  course  not.' 
Then  the  teacher  explained  that 
one  small  bite,  and  then  another 

(See  CHACON,  Page  7) 


Vis  Valley  Elem.  back  in  session  soon 


By  Vincent  Chao 

The  faculty  and  staff  of 
Visitacion  Valley  Elementary 
School  welcome  all  students  back 
to  school  on  Wednesday, 
September  5,  1990  at  8:20  a.m. 
School  hours:  8:40  a.m.  to  2:40 
p.m.  All  class  lists  will  be  posted 
in  the  yards  that  morning. 

Breakfast  and  lunch  will  be 
served  at  the  cafeteria  as  usual. 
Except  for  children  qualified  for 
reduced  and/or  free  meals 
according  to  last  year's  list,  lunch 
will  now  cost  $1.25  (full  price) 
and  40  cents  (reduced).  The  price 
for  breakfast  will  remain  the 
same:  80  cents  (full  price)  and  30 
cents  (reduced).  All  parents  are 


reminded  to  complete  a  new 
application  for  free  or  reduced 
meals,  and  return  it  to  the  office 
immediately. 

Our  students  will  find  the 
exterior  painting  of  the  school  in 
progress,  thanks  to  funding  from 
Proposition  "A".  All  the  old 
windows  will  also  be  replaced, 
starting  this  fall.  We  are  asking 
our  young  people  as  well  as  our 
neighbors  once  again,  to  work 
together  to  keep  our 
neighborhood  school  clean  and 
safe. 

Pupils  will  also  find  several 
new  faces  among  our  faculty. 
Some  teachers  have  been 
transferred  or  have  moved  out  of 
town     over     the  summer. 


Fortunately,  they  have  or  will 
soon  be  replaced  by  new  teachers 
of  similar  or  higher  caliber, 
selected  by  SFUSD  to  match  the 
goes  to  the  successful  partnership 
between  home  and  school.  Our 
scores  in  reading  and  language 
arts  remain  average.  We  hope 
that  our  Home-School  partnership 
specific  needs  of  our  student 
population. 

In  general,  our  CTBS  test 
scores  for  1989-90  have 
improved.  Out  of  all  public 
elementary  schools  in  San 
Francisco,  Vis  Valley  Elementary 
School  shows  the  most 
improvement  in  math  scores.  The 
credit  for  this  accomplishment 
will  continue  to  work  hard  m 


helping  all  our  children  do  their 

best.  ,n  , 

Several  projects   will  be 

implemented  this  year  to  help 

WES  achieve  this  goal:  an  After 

School  Study  Hall,  more  use  of 

computers  and  other  educational 

technologies,    an  aggressive 

recruitment  of  school  volunteers, 

more  emphasis  on  hands-on 

science,  an  expansion  of  the 

Califomia-Poets-In-The-Schools 

program,   integration  of  the 

Performing    Arts  Workshop 

program  into  the  core  curriculum, 

etc... 

So  once  again,  to  all  the  boys 
and  girls  of  WES,  welcome  back 
to  school  and  best  wishes  for 
another  successful  school  year! 
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Letter  from 
the  Editor 


Newcomers  to  be  welcomed  to 
Valley's  business  community 

Valley  businesspeople  and  community  leaders  are  organizing 
a  get-acquainted  party  for  new  business  owners  in  VisValley. 
Invitations  and  flyers  will  sent  in  Chinese,  Spanish  and  English  for 
this  Sunday,  October  14  event. 

The  purpose  of  the  event  is  to  welcome  newcomers  to  our 
community  and  to  encourage  a  spirit  of  cooperation  and  friendship 
in  the  best  interest  of  us  all. 

A  primary  goal  of  the  organizers  is  to  re-establish  the 
Visitacion  Valley  Merchants  Association  which  used  to  be  a  strong, 
vigorous  advocate  for  Valley  concerns. 

To  this  end,  a  survey  is  in  process  to  determine  what 
newcomers  and  established  businesspeople  would  like  to  see  their 
merchants  association  offer.  The  results  of  this  poll  will  be  used  to 
write  the  mission,  goals  and  plan  for  the  new  association. 

Other  goals  the  planners  would  like  to  see  happen  are:  a 
close-knit  community  would  grow  and  develop  where  business  and 
residents  work  together  toward  improving  our  quality  of  life;  a  street 
clean-up  and  beautification  program,  a  community-wide 
Neighborhood  Watch  or  SAFE  program  where  everyone  would  watch 
outage  his  neighbor  -  and  most  important,  a  means  to  develop  4kd 
finWial  and  community  support  for  the  GRAPEVINE  so  thaWhe 
paper  can  continue  to  be  published. 

More  specific  information  about  this  event  will  be  publi^d 


if^i 


m  W  October  issue  of  the  GRAPEVINE.  In  the  meantime,  if^ou 
would  like  to  get  involved  in  the  planning  or  have  some  ideas  about 
how  these  goals  might  be  accomplished,  please  call  Julie  Kavanagh 
at  467-6400. 


Never  miss  an  issue,  have  the  GRAPEVINE  mailed 
to  your  home  each  month.  Send  $9.00  with  your 
name,  address  and  phone  number  to  GRAPEVINE, 
50  Raymond  Avenue,  San  Francisco,  CA  94134. 


TODAY!! 
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Centervoice 


By  Julie  Kavanagh 

We're  coming  to  the  end  of  a 
very  busy  summer  and  a  lot  has 
happened. 

VVCC  Family  news:  Micheal 
Jones  is  settling  in  as  our 
Childrens'  Programs  Director. 
You  will  remember  Micheal  as  the 
teacher  of  the  "Little  Kids  Class" 
for  these  past  10  years.  We're 
especially  proud  of  him,  it  is 
always  nice  to  be  able  to  promote 
"family." 

We'll  miss  Tammy  Thrower, 
who  has  left  us  to  move  to  San 
Diego.  We  expect  to  see  her  from 
time  to  time,  since  shes  promised 
to  visit  often.  As  she  said,  "It's 
not  so  far  away." 

Another  "family  promotion", 
Brenda  Lopez  is  the  new  VVCC 
Administrative  Assistant, 
replacing  Tammy.  Not  only  has 
Brenda  moved  up  from  her  job  as 
Childcare  Administrative 
Assistant,  but  she  is  the  mother  of 
Matthew,  who  attends  our 
Afterschool  Program. 

New  additions  to  our  board  of 
directors  were  welcomed  during 
the  summer  as  well.  Some  are 
new  altogether,  and  some  are 
longtime  "family  members".  New 
officers  are:  Herman  Jones, 
president;  Meg  Goudie,  vice 
president;  Pat  Purcell,  secretary, 
,and  Ken  Umbarger,  Treasurer. 
New  board  members  are:  Pat 
Purcell(long-time  VVCC 
volunteer);     Micheal  Shen 


(childcare  parent);  George 
Newman  (senior  program  and 
photo  class  member);  and  Rod 
Auyang  (personnel  specialist). 
Other  members  of  the  board  are: 
Javier  Castruita,  Leonora  Jordan, 
Ellen  Baldwin,  Pasquale  "Pat" 
Castellano,  Renie  Champagne, 
Kathleen  Lammers,  Emma 
Magarrell  and  Carl  Banks. 

Program  information: 
Childcare,    Preschool  and 

afterschool  classes  are  already  full 
for  the  fall.  We  do  maintain  a 
waiting  list,  however,  so  if  you 
are  interested,  drop  by  and  fill  out 
a  "waiting  list  form."  Admission 
priority  is  given  to  the  lowest 
income  families  first.  When 
openings  occur  during  the  year, 
we  go  through  our  waiting  list 
and  select  the  child  whose  family 
income  is  the  lowest  of  those 
currently  on  the  list 

Music  classes  and  art 
workshops  are  still  available  on 
Saturdays;  belly  dancing  class  still 
meets  on  Monday  evenings; 
aerobics  is  on  a  vacation,  but  we 
hope  it  will  be  back  in  operation 
shortly.  Our  Senior  Center 
Program  is  open  to  any  Valley 
resident  over  the  age  of  65. 

We  hope  by  the  October  issue 
of  GRAPEVINE,  we  will  be  able 
to  announds^e  fall  activities  for 
the  teenagers.  We're  still  waiting 
to  hear  about  the  Afterschool  Jobs 

(See  CENTER,  Page  4) 


Quiz  designed  to  aid  parents 

Are  you  doing  what  it  takes  to  help  your  child  become  a  better  student? 

Take  this  little  test  to  help  you  examine  your  efforts,  attitudes,  and  feelings 
about  how  you  stand  as  a  helpful  parent. 

Answer  each  question  with  Always,  Sometimes,  or  J£ever. 

  I  set  a  good  example  by  reading  and  continuing  to  learn. 

  I  talk  with  and  listen  to  my  child. 

  I  read  to  my  child  even  if  he/she  in  a  teen-ager.  I  share  interesting  or 

fun  paragraphs  from  magazines  or  newspapers. 
  I  Help  my  child  with  his/her  reading. 

  I  have  lots  of  reading  materials  around  the  home.  Besides  books,  I 

provide  magazines,  newspapers,  a  dictionary,  encyclopedias,  word 

games,  and  puzzles. 

  I  buy  books  and  magazines  for  birthdays  and  holidays.*. 

  I  encourage  my  child  to  go  to  the  public  library  where  my  child 

selects*  is-w  ivM)\m  bOBfcs.  A  f''  ^^TT  T  /r% 
  I  praise  my  child  for  his/her  efforts  and  successes  in  the  task  of 

learning  (too  often  we  tend  to  comment  only  when  some  thing  goes 

wrong). 

  I  accept  my  child  as  he/she  is  and  do  not  compare  my  child  to  his/her 

brother,  sister,  friends,  other  classmates,  or  even  myself  as  a  child. 

  I  give  my  child  responsibilities  around  the  home  of  which  he/she  is 

capable. 

  I  keep  my  child  healthy,  rested  and  make  certain  he/she  has  eaten 

breakfast. 

  I  see  that  my  child  has  good  habits  of  school  attendance. 

  I  set  aside  a  regular  time  for  homework  and  have  arranged  a 

comfortable  place  to  do  it. 
  I  check  my  child's  report  card  and  help  with  trouble  spots  rather 

than  nagging  about  his/her  grades. 
  I  show  a  sincere  interest  in  school  and  say  positive  things  about  the 

teacher  and  the  school.  If  I  am  troubled,  I  go  to  see  the  teacher  or 

the  principal  to  resolve  the  problem  rather  than  letting  it  pass. 

Score  each  statement  as  follows:  Always  =  3,  Sometimes  =  2, 
fcLever  =  1. 

If  your  score  is  45+  you  are  doing  a  great  job.  If  you  score  below  25, 
the  questions  on  which  you  scored  1  or  2  points  could  lead  you  to 
understand  ways  you  may  help  your  child  achieve  his/her  potential  by 
following  those  guidelines  consistently. 


•  »i  tic  i  oa       i < 

Saturday 
CPR  Class 
on  Sept.  8 

Save  A  Life  Saturday  will  be 
held  on  September  8th  at 
Candlestick  Park.  A  free  training 
session  of  the  lifesaving  skills  of 
CPR  will  be  given  at  8  a.m.,  9 
a.m.,  and  10  a.m.  The  first 
4,000  participants  will  receive  a 
free  ticket  for  the  Giants  vs  Astros 
game  that  day. 

For  more  information,  call 
476-6162. 


Center 

Continued  from  Page  2 

Program,  and  perhaps  some  other 
activities.  "Stay  tuned!" 

We  have  had  an  interruption 
in  our  Food  Distribution,  due  to  a 
misunderstanding  about  the  S.  F. 
Food  Bank  part  of  the  Program. 
We  are  working,  with  the  Food 
Bank's  help,  on  a  reorganization 
that  should  eliminate  the  problem 
and  restore  the  bread  and  other 
Food  Bank  items  to  the 
neighborhood.  This  food  is 
supposed  to  be  free  to  low  income 
persons.  Many  of  our  customers 
got  the  feeling  that  they  had  to 
donate  money  to  receive  the  Food 


Bank  items.  We  were  accepting 
donations  during  the  distribution, 
and  this  was  one  of  the  things  that 
contributed  to  people  getting  that 
impression.  This  is  not  the  case. 
We  used  donated  money  to  cover 
the  cost  of  transporting  these 
items,  but  we  should  not  have 
collected  the  donations  during  the 
distribution  of  these  items  to  our 
low  income  neighbors.  From 
now  on,  you  will  see  cannisters  in 


Classified 
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Warriors  fired-up  for 
winning  1990  season 

"Thf    1  QQO   \A/i1cr»n    Worri  r\rc  cuocAn      D  ^ f , .   ^  „  T  


For  Sale  -  $22K  down,  2 
homes  at  185-7  Leland  Ave 
for    $279K,    NC2,  Rental 
Income  $1 ,570/mo.  Agt.  Sally 
398-6069. 
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other  in  other  locations  marked 
"Neighbors  Helping  Neighbors 
Food  Drive"  This  will  be  the  way 
that  we  will  try  to  raise  money  to 
cover  the  cost  of  the  Food  Bank 
distribution.  Tell  your  friends: 
"Donate  what  you  can,  when  you 
can,  and  when  you,  or  someone 
you  know,  is  having  difficulty 
getting  enough  food  to  feed  the 
family,  come  to  the  Center  on 
'Bread  Day',  and  we  will  give 
you  what  we  have  in  stock  to  help 
you  supplement  your  food 
budget." 

The  parts  of  Food  Distribution 
that  will  remain  unchanged  are  the 
U.  S.  Government  commodities 
(last  Thursday  of  the  month,  or  as 
it  is  popularly  known: 
"Cheese/Butter  Day")  which  are 
always  free  to  low-income  people; 
and  the  Produce  Market  which 
will  still  be  low-cost  and  open  to 
anyone. 


The  1990  Wilson  Warriors 
football  season  looks  promising  for 
both  the  coaches  and  the  team. 

"We  have  a  lot  of  talent  on  the 
team,  and  we  also  have  good  speed 
and  size,"  said  Coach  Don  Espy. 

"This  year  we're  leaning  toward 
a  balanced  attack  lead  by 
Touchback/Lineback  Demetrius 
Prescott  (6'  3"  -  230  lbs.)  who  has 
just  been  named  Pre-Season  All 
State  Lineback." 

Last  year  Prescott  ran  more  than 
700  yards  and  has  been  contacted 
by  USC,  Colorado  and  many  other 
schools. 

But  the  offe^^will  be  lead  by 
returning  Senior^uarterback  Ellis 
Cummings  (6'  6"  -  185  lbs.)  who 
threw  a  total  of  1421  yards  last 


season.  Returning  receivers  James 
Pratt,  Kamon  Pierce  and  Moises 
Hernandes  will  be  the  key  targets 
for  Cummings. 

Linebacker  Lawrence  Keys 
(6T  -  185  lbs.),  the  Warriors  best 
athlete,  along  with  Prescott  and  five 
returning  starters  make  for  a  proud, 
hungry,  fired-up  team. 

Espy  and  fellow  coach  Kevin 
Allen  think  it  would  be  hard  to  find 
a  high  school  team  that  could  beat 
Wilson  this  year.  The  coaching 
staff  is  making  strides  in  the  right 
direction  with  a  strong  positive 
attitude. 

The  Warriors  are  looking  to  a  ( 
big    year   that   will    take  the 

(See  WARRIORS,  Page  6) 


Leland  TrueValue  Hardware 

Serving  Southeastern  San  Francisco 

Paints  -  Lumber  -  Housewares 
Glass  -  Plumbing  -  Electrical 
Building  Hardware  &  Materials 

FREE  Key  with  Any  Purchase  &  This  Ad 
Free  Delivery  of  Order  Over  $200.00 

(415)  585-3433 

120  Leland  Avenue,  San  Francisco  94134 


CUNEO  BAKERY 

98  Leland  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94134 

(415)  239-6090 

FOCOCCIA  BREADS  *  PANETTONE 
GRISSINI,  HAND  8l  MACHINE  MADE 
SWEET  81  SOUR  BREADS  AND  ROLLS 
ASSORTED  COOKIES  8l  PASTRIES 
ITALIAN  SPECIALTIES 

Hours:  Mori.  -  Fri.  7a.m.  to  5p.m. 
Sat.  7a.m.  to  1p.m. 


Leland  Locksmith 


200  Leland  Avenue 

587-8403 

SALES  *  SERVICE  *  REPAIRS 
KEYS  MADE  WHILE  YOU  WAIT 


Open  Mon.  thru  Fri.  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 
Sat.  10  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 


Cathy  Kline 

Senior  Marketing  Consultant 

Born  and  raised  in  Vlsftaclon  Valley. 
A  Valley  homeowner. 

residential  brokerage  services 


2633  Ocean  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94132 

(415)  334-1880 


4/SEPTEMBER  1990 


Housing  Fair  comes  to  Civic  Center 


"Housing  in  the  Wake  of  the 
Earthquake"  is  the  theme  for  this 
year's  Affordable  And  Safe 
Housing  Fair,  slated  for 
Saturday,  September  22  from  10 
a.m.  to  4  p.m.  at  Civic  Center 
Plaza. 

A  special  Earthquake  Pavilion 
will  be  one  of  many  new  features 
which  are  a  part  of  this  year's 
event,  which  is  designed  to 
provide  information  and 
assistance  to  those  interested  in 
finding  and  keeping  homes  that 
are  earthquake  safe  and  truly 
affordable.  Hands-on 
demonstrations,  videos,  and  free 
preparedness  material  will  be 
available    in    a    variety  of 


languages. 

The  fair  is  sponsored  by 
Catholic  Charities,  the  City  and 
County  of  San  Francisco,  and  a 
broad  cross-section  of  non-profit 
housing  developers,  government 
agencies,  renters'  rights 
organizations,  homeless 
advocates,  service  providers  for 
persons  with  special  housing 
needs,  and  public  policy 
organizations  dedicated  to 
providing  and  preserving 
affordable  housing. 

Representative  from  more 
than  90  housing-related 
organizations  will  staff  booths  to 
answer  fair-goers  questions,  offer 
free  legal  and  financial  advice, 


John  King  Senior  Center 

590  Leland  Avenue 

239-6233. 


Ride  to  medical  appointments  and  to  Center  for 
meals,  activities  and  trips. 

Mon.  -  Fri.  8  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 

All,  60+  years  are  welcome. 

Funded  bv  COA. 


•v 


isitacion  Valley  Dental  Office 

Albert  Kuan,  DDS 


5  Peabody  St.  Call  239-5500 

San  Francisco,  CA  94134 


PARENTS  NIGHT  OUT 

A  CHILDCARE  MINISTRY  OF 
VALLEY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

PLACE:     Valley  Baptist  Church 
305  Raymond  at  Delta 
Visitation  Valley 
San  Francisco 

TIME:       Friday  evenings  6p.m.  to  1 0p.m. 

AGES:      3  to  1 0  years  of  age 

COST:     $1  per  child  -per  evening 

TO  REGISTER:  contact  Valley  Baptist  Church, 
467-6055  by  the  Wednesday  previous,  to  register 
your  ahild  for  Friday  evening 


provide  free  services,  and  suggest 
tips  on  how  to  find  and  maintain 
affordable  housing. 

San  Francisco's  own  Pickle 
Family  Circus  will  headline  this 
year's  entertainment,  with  free 
perform?. i&es  at  11:30,  1:15  and 


3.  The  City's  up  and  coming  new 
theater  troupe,  the  Z  Collective, 
will  present  a  "page"  from  a 
"Living  Newspaper"  piece  about 
the  housing  crisis.  Mariachis, 
magic,  more  music  and  food  will 
abound. 


ttsttt** 


Visitacion  Valley  Family  School  Graduation  1990 

Malia  Banks,  Isis  Brown,  Andrea  Celestine,  Ayana 
Celestine,  Becky  Chu,  Darryal  Cooper,  Michael  Couvson, 
Cawonna  Fullard,  Krystle  Holmes,  Alicia  Johnson, 
Dominique  Jones,  Allen  Ko,  Irene  Lee,  Bobby  Lew, 
Kimberlyn  O'Neal,  Carl  Storey,  Amy  Tien,  Romana  Tillett, 
Charles  Toney  and  Luis  Trujillo. 


ST.  JAMES  PRESBYTERIAN  ^ftURCH 


240  Leland  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  Ca.  9413 


Sunday  Worship  Service 
10:30a.m. 
Rev.  Jim  Eakin  237-6743 


EL  D0RAD0*PHILADELPHIA«SALEM-TUFTHX-W0RLD  &  MORE 
LINOLEUM-VINYL  TILE»DRAPERIES*WIND0W  COVERINGS 
HARDWOOD  FLOORS 

Qtatftp  at  Co*pit<tkn,  Prices 

Diw  25  tfttirs  E&pes*iet(cc 


RESIDENTIAL  & 
COMMERCIAL 


Parla  Italiano 

CALICO 
INTERIORS 

CALL  US.  .  .  QUOTES  GLADLY  GIVEN 

337-2000  or  337-2002 

1000  GENEVA  AVENUE,  SAN  FRANCISCO 


>  •  ■  i  t  •  c  i  o  ■  *  *  tfc  a  * 
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Ciao  Pinin 


I  left  Belize  City  early  in  the  morning,  and  I  headed  for  the  Mexican 
border.  On  the  outskirts  of  town,  I  was  hailed  by  a  policeman. 

"Please,  sir,  kind  sir,  will  you  give  a  ride  to  my  old  mother?  It  is  only 
a  few  miles  up  the  road,  and  you  won't  be  inconvenienced  too  much." 

That  is  the  penalty  for  driving  in  a  primitive  country  where  everybody 
wants  to  share  your  means  of  transportation.  It  is  hard  to  refuse. 

I  had  been  on  the  road  for  over  three  months,  and  my  car  was  loaded 
to  the  hilt.  Next  to  me  in  the  front  seat  I  had  an  ice  chest  full  of 
refreshments,  leaving  no  room  for  passengers.  The  back  of  the  car  was 
equally  jammed. 

I  had  to  wait  for  the  mother.  When  she  finally  appeared,  I  frantically 
tried  to  start  the  car,  striving  for  a  quick  getaway,  but  she  was  too  fast  for 
me.  I  was  sure  she  weighed  over  two  hundred  pounds  as  she  managed  to 
squeeze  next  to  me.  With  a  sigh  of  resignation,  I  headed  north,  hoping 
for  a  short  haul. 

The  short  trip  turned  out  to  be  seventy-five  miles,  to  almost  within 
sight  of  the  Mexican  border. 

The  lady  was  nice,  black,  fat  and  jolly.  The  road  was  rough,  and  the 
car  constantly  jolted  up  and  down  and  sideways,  extracting  a  constant 
flow  of  "Sorry!  Excuse  me!"  from  my  passenger  who  kept  bouncing  on 
top  of  me. 

Three  hours  later  we  reached  our  destination.  I  deposited  my  human 
cargo  in  front  of  her  sister's  house.  Thank  God.  I  was  free! 


DAILY  LUNCH  SPECIALS 

CATERING  AVAILABLE 

OPEN  GAME  DAYS 

Hours:  Mon.  thru  Fri,  7.-00  a.m.  to  4.00  p.m. 

Executive  Cafe 

A      150  EXECUTIVE  PARK  BLVD. 
^               SAN  FRANCISCO 
AT  SAN  FRANCISCO  EXECUTIVE  PARK 

(415  -  468-0500) 

Tuntex  Properties,  Inc.,  San  Francisco 

Ready  to  Rent 

Family  Units  Available 
Two  and  Three  Bedroom  Apartments 
Newly  Redecorated 

Geneva  Towers 


1001  Sunnydale  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94134 

(415)  586-4881 

Marie  August  and  Bettye  Parteef 
Rental  Representatives 


Spacious  Family  Units  *  All  utilities  included 
All  Electric  Appliances  *  Laundry  Facilities 
Garage  Parking  *  24  Hour  Security 
*  Spectacular  Views  * 

Located  at  Schwerin  Street,  near  Geneva  Avenue 
Convenient  to  schools,  churches,  freeways. 
Muni  Buses  9,  15  and  9  Express 
Equal  Housing  Opportunity 

Congratulations,  GRAPEVINE,  on  5  years 

in  VisValley   


She  insisted  I  go  in  for  a  few  minutes'  rest  and  some  refreshments. 
Foolish,  foolish  me.  Why  didn't  I  get  away  while  I  had  a  chance?  When 
I  emerged  from  the  house,  I  saw  a  little  old  man  waiting  by  my  car. 

"Please,  will  you  take  me  with  you?  I  only  live  a  short  distance 
away." 

I  so  much  wanted  to  say  no,  but  then,  hell,  he  wouldn't  take  much 
room. 

"Okay,"  I  said. 
He  beamed  at  me. 
"I'll  be  right  back." 

He  soon  reappeared  accompanied  by  a  frail  old  woman,  loaded  with  a 
bundle  as  big  as  a  house. 

"Oh,  no!"  I  said.  "I  am  sorry,  I  can't  take  you." 

"Please,  you  promised,"  they  begged  and  they  squashed  their  bundle 
in  the  back  and  then  squeezed  themselves  in.  Outside  of  using  force,  I 
could  not  possibly  evict  them. 

Back  in  Mexico,  I  crossed  the  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec  and  found 
myself  once  again  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  Instead  of  heading  for  home,  I 
decided  to  push  south  to  San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas  which  I  had  missed 
on  my  first  tour  of  Mexico.  It  is  strictly  an  Indian  town  on  top  of  the 
mountains,  surrounded  by  primitive  tribes  which  congregate  in  the  public 
market  every  Sunday  to  exhibit  and  sell  their  wares. 

I  drove  through  the  narrow  streets  of  an  ancient  town  and  was 
intrigued  by  a  beautiful  white  church  situated  at  one  end  of  a  deserted 
square,  above  street  level. 

I  parked  and  walked  up  the  steps  leading  to  the  church.  I  walked  to 
the  far  end  of  the  square  and  started  to  photograph  the  object  of  my 
interest. 

I  was  at  peace  with  the  world,  enjoying  my  leisure  and  my  freedom, 
when  I  became  conscious  of  three  soldiers  walking  toward  me.  It  was 
obvious  they  were  closing  in  on  me,  one  from  the  front  and  the  others 

from  right  and  left,  respectively.  I  was  trapped  in  a  comer  with  the  street 
dangerously  below. 

"You  are  under  arrest,"  said  the  sergeant.  "Give  me  your  camera." 
I  never  argue  with  the  law  or  the  military. 
"What  am  I  charged  with?"  I  wanted  to  know. 
"You  were  taking  pictures  of  our  fort." 
"What  fort?" 

In  Mexico,  as  in  all  Latin  American  countries,  the  Napoleonic  Code 
still  prevails.  If  you  are  under  suspicion,  you  are  considered  guilty  until 
^  you  can  prove  yourself  innocent. 

I  could  not  reason  with  my  captors,  and  I  was  escorted  to  their  fort 
which  was  adjoining  the  church.  I  was  pushed  into  a  room,  bare  except 
for  a  bench. 

i  I  was  to  wait  for  the  Commandante  who  was  away  at  tAme.  Alone, 
under  lock  and  key,  I  awaited  my  fate.  It  was  three  hours  before  the  man 
made  an  appearance. 

I  was  escorted  to  his  presence  and  the  interrogation  began.  He  was 
young,  intelligent  looking,  polite  and  very  firm. 

He  listened  to  the  sergeant  and  told  me  that  I  was  to  be  detained, 
incommunicado,  until  the  film  was  developed.  It  was  Saturday  afternoon 
and  not  until  Monday  would  the  Photo  Studio  be  open.  By  Wednesday, 
if  all  went  well,  the  film  should  be  ready  and,  if  I  did  not  photograph  their 
fort,  I  would  be  free  to  go.  What  worried  me  most  was  the  two  thousand 
dollars  I  still  had  hidden  in  the  car  and  they  would  impound  it  and  search 

11,  (See  PININ,  Page  8)m 


Specials  -  Celebrating  our  33rd  Anniversary  in 
the  dry  cleaning  business  in  Visitacion  Valley. 
On  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  ONLY  our  prices 
will  be: 


Sportcoats/windbreakers 
Jackets,  plain 
Sports  shit,  It.  wt 
Sweaters,  It.  wt. 
Pants 
Slacks 
Skirts 

Blouses,  plain 
Jeans 


$2.50 
EACH 


Offer  good  until  December  31,  1990. 
Congratulations,  GRAPEVINE,  on  5th  Anniversary 

BOULEVARD  CLEANERS  &  DYERS 

168  LELAND  AVE.,  SAN  FRANCISCO  94134 

PHONE  333-4210 


LAUNDRY  SERVICE  *  QUALITY  WORK 
A  WARM.  FRIENDLY  ATMOSPHERE 
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Little  Hollywood  Reports 


By  Don  Bartone 

Sanitary  fill  Company  will  be 
back  to  show  us  some  more  plans 
for  the  expansion  of  services  on 
their  property  at  our  next  meeting 
on  September  10.  Some  of  the 
highlights  will  be  focused  on  the 
TURF  building  which  they  want  to 
put  right  next  to  the  houses  in  the 
neighborhood. 

There  was  a  lot  of  objection  to 
this  the  last  time  they  showed  up, 
so  they  will  be  showing  us  the  new, 
hopefully  improved  version. 

The  residents  raised  much 
objection  to  all  the  extra  garbage 
traffic  that  will  be  coming  through 
the  neighborhood.  All  of  the  traffic 
should  be  routed  away  from  Tunnel 
Road  once  and  for  all.  Since  they 
will  be  moving  the  entrance  to  the 
Candlestick  Exit  anyway,  they 
should  put  all  the  traffic  there. 


Hood-Miller  Associates  brought 
their  model  which  showed  huge 
two-unit  condo  style  buildings  that 
they  want  to  put  on  Hester  Avenue. 
Many  people  turned  out  to  protest 
this  high  density  housing  project. 
We  have  always  been  a  single 
family  home  neighborhood  and 
everybody  wants  to  keep  it  this 
way. 

There  is  too  much  large  scale 
development  going  on  around  us 
and  we  feel  that  Little  Hollywood 
should  not  be  preyed  on  by  money- 
hungry  developers,  also.  There  are 
too  many  problems  going  on  here 
that  they  don't  want  to  recognize 
and  help  out  on.  They  make  their 
money  and  then  leave  us  holding 
the  bag. 

It  it  doesn't  fit  into  the  character 
of  the  neighborhood,  which  is  full- 
sized  lots  with  only  one  house  on  it, 


SARI-SARI  FOOD  STORE 

and 

VIDEO  RENTALS 


HE 


ROYPAC 


then  we  don't  want  it.  We  have 
voted  and  fought  for  this  principle 
every  time  they  try  move  in  on  us. 

Also  on  the  agenda  will  be  the 
issue  of  the  house  on  Blanken  and 
Nueva.  The  new  owner  bought  that 
old  ramshackle  house  and 
remodeled  it,  telling  us  that  his 
intentions  were  to  only  remodel  it. 
Now  he  is  back  with  plans  to 
subdivide  the  little  bit  of  land  on  the 
comer  and  build  a  house  that  covers 
the  entire  lot.  We  have  had  to  fight 
this  battle  with  others,  and  the 
neighborhood  has  consistently  said 
no  each  time. 

We  don't  need  this  offbeat  style 
of  house  building  which  only 
makes  the  builders  rich  while  our 
property  values  get  hurt  in  the 
process. 

The  next  general  membership 
meeting  of  the  Little  Hollywood 
Association  will  be  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  month,  September 
10th,  7  p.m.  at  120  Lthrop  Avenue, 
the  Koren  Presbyterian  Church. 

Everyone  in  VisValley  is  invited 
to  attend  our  meetings  because  most 
of  the  issues  that  we  talk  about 
affect  us  all.  For  more  information 
call  467-9669. 

Please  note  that  unless  this 
article  appears  in  the  GRAPEVINE 
announcing  a  meeting,  there  will  be 
no  meeting  for  that  month,  dues  of 
$3.00  per  year  per  household  can 
always  be  paid  at  any  meeting. 

Special  interest  and  problems 
can  always  be  brought  up  at  any 
meeting.  This  is  your  forum,  so 
make  it  work.  The  only  reason  that 
our  neighborhood  doesn't  get  run 


over  with  problems  is  that  we  have 
such  a  strong  group  that  is  heard 
downtown. 

There  is  always  plenty  of  safe, 
free  parking.  The  GRAPEVINE  is 
delivered  free  to  your  house  or  can 
be  picked  up  at  newsboxes  and 
stores  on  Leland  Avenue.  If  vou 
don't  get  your  paper,  please  call  and 
we'll  tell  you  where  to  find  one. 

Warriors 

Continued  from  Page  3 

community  toward  its  first 
championship  season  since  the 
'70's. 

Come  on  out  and  enjoy  ihe  season 

games  are  as  follows: 

Saturday,9/1  11  a.m. 

St.  Elizabeth  at  Wilson 

Saturday.  9/8  1  p.m. 

Mt.  Eden  at  Hayward 
Friday.  9/21  8  p.m. 

Ukiah  at  Ukiah 


Listed  below  is  the  Football  schedule  for  the 
1990  season. 

Sept.  27        3  p.m. 
Lowell  at  Lowell 
Oct.  4  3  p.m. 

Lincoln  at  Wilson 
Oct-  11  3  p.m. 

Washington  at  Wilson 
Oct  19  3  p.m. 

Balboa  at  Balboa 
Oct  25  3  p.m. 

Mission  at  Wilson 
Nov.  2  2:45  p  m. 

Galileo  at  Wilson 
Nov.  9  2:45  p.m. 

McAteer  at  Wilson 


(415)  23^580 


58  Leland  Ave. 
San  Francisco,  CA  94134 


Visitacion  Valley 
Community 
Center 


50  Raymond  Ave 
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Children  Youth  Adults  Seniors 
Food  Help  Childcare  ^ 
Classes  Clubs 

S3 

Advocacy  Public  Education- 
Bingo  Social  Activities 

467-6400 


£ANCUN  TAQU&RIA 

1 98  Leland  Avenue  (Between  Rutland  &  Alpha) 

San  Francisco.  California  94134 
Telephone:  (415)  337-1029 

Mexican  and  Salvadoran  Food 

One  Coca  Cola  FREE  with  purchase  of  $5.00  or 
more.  Expires  September  30,  1990. 

Tacos  $240 
Burntos 

SuperBurritos 

Quezadillas/Cheese  $0.75/$1.25 
Quezadillas/Cheese  &  Beef 
Corn 
Flour 

Carne  Asada 

Pescado  Fritfe       «■  4**^.     A    P     "  P 
(Fried  fish  with  French  fries  and  salad) 
Steak  Encebollado 

(Steak  garnished  with  onions,  rice,  beans  &  salad) 
Steak  Salvadoreno 

(With  rice  and  beans,  special  sauce  with  condiments,  green 
pepper,  onions  and  tomatoes) 
Polio  Frito 

(Fried  chicken  with  French  fries,  salad,  beans,  rice) 
Camarones  Ranchero 

(Onions,  green  pepper,  tomatoes,  rice,  beans) 
Lomo  Saltado 
Steak  Ranchero 
Chile  Verde 
(Mexican  green  steak) 
Pupusa 

Platanos  Fritos 
Chili  Colorado 

Hours:  Open  If  a  m  -8:30  p.m  Moit'Sat 


$1.52 
$2.60 
$5.50 
$6.9% 

$6.00 

$5.95 


$5.95 

$6.99 

$5.99 
$5.99 
$4.25 

$1.25 
$3.50 
$5.25 
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Chacon 

Continued  from  Page  1 

bite  and  another,  and  in  time,  the 
student  could  eat  an  elephant." 

Chacon  believes  that  his 
elephant  will  be  eaten  in  about 
two  years.  "Wilson  High  School 
will  become  a  leader  in 
restructuring  the  instructional 
approach  and  delivery.  Wilson 
will  become  a  model  throughout 
the  United  States." 

Chacon's  prediction  is  based 
on  his  very  real  experience  at 
Horace  Mann  Middle  School. 
Horace  Mann  was  a  very 
troubled  school  when  Chacon 
became  its  principal  in  1984.  It 
rated  in  the  bottom  three  percent 
of  middle  schools  in  California. 
By  the  time  Chacon  left  three 
years  later,  Horace  Mann  was 
recognized  as  one  of  the  best 
secondary  schools  in  the  United 
States. 

A  strong  believer  in  the  adage, 
"If  you  don't  expect  students  to 
learn,  they  won't  disappoint 
you,"  Chacon  cautioned  his  staff 
that  their  expectations  of  their 
students  will  largely  determine 
how  the  students  will  behave. 

"I  went  into  education,"  he 
said,  "because  I  knew  there  were 
better  ways  to  teach.  I  got  poor 
grades  in  school,  was  expelled 
twice,  and  flunked  out  my  first 
year  of  college.  But  someone 
believed  in  me,  and  that  kept  me 
going. 


Educated  at  San  Jose  City 
College,  San  Jose  State 
University  and  University  of 
Madrid  in  Spain,  with  a  masters 
from  San  Jose  State  Unversity, 
Chacon  was  on  his  way  to  a 
scholarship  at  Oxford  Unversity 
in  England  when  someone  offered 
him  a  teaching  position  at  San 
Jose  City  College. 

"That  experience  turned  me  on 
to  teaching,"  Chacon  declared.  "I 
found  it  was  exactly  what  I 
wanted  to  do.  When  I  was 
Special  Assistant  to 
Superintendent  Cortines  and 
when  I  was  a  consultant  for 
Kindergarten  through  grade  12  at 
the  California  Assembly  in 
Sacramento,  I  was  too  far 
removed  from  the  classroom  and 
from  the  students. 

"I  wanted  this  assignment  at 
Wilson.  I'm  impressed  with  the 
caliber  of  the  staff,  and  I  want  to 
be  the  catalyst  for  change  here. 
As  principal  I  see  my  role  as  a 
continual  learner  and  leader  of 
leaders.  I  will  facilitate 
opportunities  for  all  members  of 
the  Wilson  community  to  create 
solutions  for  improved  student 
learning. 

That  Wilson  High  has  a 
negative  image  in  San  Francisco 
is  a  well-known  fact;  however, 
Chacon  believes  it  is  undeserved. 
"I  have  been  attempting  to  recruit 
candidates  for  our  staff  vacancies. 
Candidates  have  declined  the 
opportunity  to  be  interviewed, 


COMMUNITY  BOARDS 

OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 


FREE,  FAST  AND  EFFECTIVE 
CONFLICT  RESOLUTION  SERVICES. 
RESOLVE  DISPUTES  PEACEFULLY 
WITHOUT  INVOLVING  THE  POLICE, 
LAWYERS  AND  COURTS 

161  LEI  AND  AVE.,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94134 


239-6100 


RUMMAGE  SALE 
IN  THE  GYM 

Visitacion  Valley  Senior  Center 
66  Raymond  Avenue 


Monday,  September  10th 
9:30  a.m.  to  3:30  p.  m. 


Bring  your  donations  by  that  morning  8  -  9  a.m. 
For  info  call  Pat  at  467-4499 


Mario  Chacon 

and  others  have  rejected  job  offers 
because  of  what  they  have  heard 
about  Wilson. 

"This  image  has  got  to 
change.  Our  custodians  keep  our 
school  very  clean.  I  noticed  that 
immediately.     That's  a  pride 


factor.  We  need  to  ingrain  that 
pride  in  our  students. 

"We  cannot  tolerate  retention 
or  failure  of  one-third  of  our  9th 
graders  as  in  the  past.  We  must 
do  whatever  it  takes  to  provide 
our  students  with  a  supportive, 
caring  environment  that  is 
responsive  to  their  learning.  We 
should  welcome  them  with  open 
arms.  They  are  our  customers, 
our  clients,  our  bread  and  butter. 
Without  customers,  there  is  no 
business,  and  without  business 

there  is  no  school,  and  without 
school  there  need  be  no  teachers." 

A  natural  aversion  to  change, 
Chacon  believes  will  be  his 
biggest  challenge.  But  the 
message  in  his  intense  brown 
eyes  clearly  says  that  change  is 
inevitable  and  that  the  Wilson 
community  will  work  through 
their  problems  together. 


we  serve  with  honesty  &  dependability 
FOR  YOU  -  we  buy,  sell,  trade, 
rent,  manage 

HENRY  SCHINDEL 

Real  Estate  Broker 

91  Leland  Avenue  239-5850 
San  Francisco  94134 


□  977  GENEVA  AVE.,  SAN  FRANCISCO, CA 94112 


Open  Mon.-Fri.  8a.m.  -  5p.m 
Sat.  8a.m.  -  12Noon 


Flyers 

Business  Cards 
Advertising 
Invitations 
Announcements 
Order  Forms 
Memo  Pads 


News -Letters 

Brochures 

Invoices 

Statements 

Typesetting 

Letterheads 

Envelopes 


8/SEPTEMBER  1990 


Pinin 

Continued  from  Page  5 

I  explained  to  the  man  I  was  taking  single  shots  with  my  movie 
camera,  and  that  was  my  last  roll  of  film  which  I  had  just  started  and  was 
to  last  me  until  I  left  Mexico.  All  was  in  vain.  He  had  to  be  sure,  he  kept 
saying. 

"Why  in  hell  don't  you  believe  me  when  nobody,  but  nobody,  saw 
me  taking  pictures  of  your  fort?"  I  finally  exploded. 

"Why  would  I  believe  you  when  I  don't  know  who  you  are?" 
At  last,  that  gave  me  a  clue. 

It  had  been  over  forty  years  since  I  had  taken  my  well-publicized 
motorcycle  trip  through  Mexico.  On  this  tour  I  had  the  foresight  to  take 
with  me  some  old  newspaper  clippings  referring  to  it,  together  with  a 
letter  that  had  been  given  me  by  the  Mexican  Government  requesting  all 
civic  and  military  authorities  to  accord  me  all  possible  assistance  and 
protection  during  my  stay  in  Mexico. 

All  of  these  I  showed  the  good  Commandante. 

He  read  them  all  carefully.  He  pondered  for  a  while,  then  he  handed 
me  back  my  roll  of  film,  shook  hands  and  said,  "Senor  Porta,  please 
forgive  the  slight  delay,  and  may  I  wish  you  a  happy  stay  in  Mexico.  Feel 
free  to  take  all  the  photographs  you  want." 

It  was  really  very  simple. 


Like  a  good  neighbor, 
State  Farm  is  there. 


BOB  COLLISS 

Agent 


4489  Mission  Street 
San  Francisco.  CA  941 12 
Off.:  (415)  587-1880 


STATE  FARM  INSURANCE  COMPANIES 
HOME  OFFICES  BL OOMING TON,  ILLINOIS 


In  business  since  1955 


Rosa's  Boutique 

Fashions  *  Hats  *  Jewelry  * 
White  Dresses  *  Clip  Earrings 

^1^1^  Visa /Mastercard  Accepted 

Senior  Citizens  bring  this  ad  for  15%  discount 

Jesus  is  Love 

,  15  Leland  Avenue  (415)  587-8475 

San  Francisco,  CA  94134 


A  New  Start  Hair  Studio 

Back  to  School  Special  "Curls" 
Seniors  10%  Discount  on  Tuesdays 

Call  (415)  584-3077 


222  Leland  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94134 


10% 


Valley  Super  Market 

65  Leland  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94134 

FOR  FREE  DELIVERY 
CALL  239-7520 

($25.00  minimum  order) 

We  accept  Food  Stamps  and  WIC  Vouchers 

We  sell  Fast  Passes 
We  sell  Lotto  &  Lottery 
Senior  Citizen  Discount  on  all  Groceries  ($5.00  minimum) 


Colortex  Toilet  Tissues  99  cents  +  tax 

Noodles  5  for  99  cents 

Nesbits  2  litres  Sodas  99  cents  all  flavors 

Shure  Fine  Detergent  42  oz.  $1.99  (Save  $1.50) 


Hours:  Open  8  a.m.  to  10  p.m 


